Introduction

IN MAKING A SELECTION from the Writings of John
Donne, I have chosen only so much of his verse as would
be likely to make a definite appeal to the modern reader,
as well as a little - a very little - of his prose, and in so
doing I have aimed at presenting them in such a form as
would render them pleasantly and easily readable. I
have therefore consistently avoided cumbering the text
with notes ; editions primarily intended for the use of
scholars have already appeared in sullirient number*
It in the fate of sm editor to bear the brunt of criticism
directed against his choice of what should be inserted and
what omitted. In my defence I can only my quite
plainly that this choice host been dictated solely by my
own preference.